
 “I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more” (Rev 21:1). John’s vision of a new heaven and a 

new earth reminds us of another vision offered at the Lincoln Memorial on the 28th of 

August 1963. 

 Hundreds of thousands gathered in our nation’s capitol for the greatest demonstration 

of freedom in our nation’s history. They gathered in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial to 

evoke the memory of the Emancipation Proclamation, that great beacon light offering hope 

to millions of “slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a 

joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity.”i 

 Matin Luther King, Jr called us to live in freedom. “I … have a dream. It is a dream 

deeply rooted in the American dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up 

and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal’ … I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and 

every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the 

crooked places will be made straight; ‘and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all 

flesh shall see it together.’”ii Despite the enduring truth that we are all created equal, the 

nation still struggles with that self-evident truth. Injustice still reigns in our nation today 

despite many advances in civil rights. 

 Lincoln spoke up for slaves who had no rights as citizens. King spoke for citizens 

who still lacked equality. Today, we speak for the unborn whose citizenship is denied. We 

speak for the unborn whose inalienable right to life is denied by a false concept of freedom. 

Freedom is not choosing to do whatever you feel like, true freedom is choosing to do the 

good.  

Pope John Paul II put it this way: “Today, the challenge facing America is to find 

freedom’s fulfillment in the truth: the truth that is intrinsic to human life created in God’s 

image and likeness, the truth that is written on the human heart, the truth that can be known 

by reason and can therefore form the basis of a profound and universal dialogue among 

people about the direction they must give to their lives and their activities.” iii 

 Jesus Christ came to set us free. In our Gospel, he teaches us how to be free and how 

to follow the truth. “My children …I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you also should love one another” (Jn 13:34). God teaches us to love 

with a profound respect for all human life, especially the most vulnerable.  

• Abraham Lincoln understood this when he “emancipated all slaves within the 

insurgent states.”iv  

• Martin Luther King, Jr understood this when he dreamed of transforming “the 

jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.”v  

• And Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito understood this when he noted it “is 

beyond dispute that Roe has had [a discriminatory] demographic effect. A highly 

disproportionate percentage of aborted fetuses are black.” vi  

Quite sadly, abortion is a tool for taking away the God given right to life for the most 

vulnerable in our society today. 

 Saint John Paul II teaches us that “Those who live ‘by the flesh’ experience God’s 

law as a burden, and indeed as a denial or at least a restrict ion of their own freedom. On the 

other hand, those who are impelled by love and ‘walk by the Spirit’ (Gal 5:16), and who 

desire to serve others, find in God’s Law the fundamental and necessary way in which to 



practice love as something freely chosen and freely lived out. Indeed, they feel an interior 

urge — a genuine ‘necessity’ and no longer a form of coercion” (Veritatis Splendor #18). 

 To advocate for true freedom is to be a witness to the truth. Jesus Christ was unjustly 

condemned to death. Abraham Lincoln’s life was cut short a few months after the 13 th 

Amendment to the constitution which abolished slavery. Martin Luther King, Jr was 

martyred in Memphis, TN. And today, the lives of Supreme Court Justices are threatened 

for trying to defend life and speak the truth. How can we transform the “the jangling 

discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood” before others are 

martyred? 

 Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the US Bishop’s Committee on 

Pro-Life Activities has invited all the faithful to unite in fasting and prayer for these 

intentions: 

• For our nation, for the integrity of our judicial system, and that all branches of 

government be dedicated to seeking the common good and protecting the dignity and 

rights of the human person, from conception to natural death. 

• For the overturning of Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey in the Supreme 

Court’s final decision in Dobbs v. Jackson.  

• For the conversion of the hearts and minds of those who advocate for abortion.  

• For a new commitment to building an America where children are welcomed, 

cherished, and cared for; where mothers and fathers are encouraged and 

strengthened; and where marriage and the family are recognized and supported as the 

true foundations of a healthy and flourishing society. 

• For Our Blessed Mother’s intercession and guidance as the Church continues to walk 

with mothers and families in need, and continues to promote alternatives to abortion, 

and seeks to create a culture of life. 

As Catholics, let us witness to the beautiful gift of life with civility and love, and with our 

peaceful prayers and our compassionate service to all those in need. 

 Let me conclude with the words of our own Bishop Chad: “May our compassionate 

actions reflect a deep pro-life commitment as we walk with mom’s who face troubled 

pregnancies, families in need of assistance and those suffering from abortion trauma. May 

the words of Psalm 139 be sung from every heart in our nation: “You formed my inmost 

being, you knit me in my mother’s womb. I praise you, because I am wonderfully made; 

wonderful are your works! My very self you know” (13-14). 

 “I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more” (Rev 21:1). 
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